Poetic Formats
Couplet:  
A simple, two lined rhyming verse.  The rhyming pattern is a-a.


Example:  “The Mule” by Ogden Nash


In the world of mules,



There are no rules.

Tercet/
A three line poem that conveys humor and tells a brief story.  The last word in each line

Triplet:
rhymes.  The rhyming pattern is a-a-a.


Example:  “Crickets” by Joan Bransfield Graham



Kitchen crickets make a din,



sending taunts to chilly kin,


“You’re outside, but we got in.”

Quatrain:
A simple four line rhyming verse.  The rhyming pattern can be a-a-b-b or a-b-a-b.

Example: “The Tyger” by William Blake

Tyger Tyger, burning bright,

In the forests of the night;



What immortal hand or eye,



Could frame thy fearful symmetry?

Haiku:
Haiku generally describes a scene in nature.  Three unrhymed lines usually including 17 



syllables, arranged in lines of 5, 7 and 5 syllables.


Example: “Spring Rain” by Buson



In the rain of spring,



An umbrella and raincoat



Pass by, conversing.
Senryu:
Senryu follows the same pattern as haiku, but it is about human nature. Three unrhymed lines 


usually including 17 syllables, arranged in lines of 5, 7 and 5 syllables.


Example: “School” by Krisitine O’Connell George



First day, new school year,


backpack harbors a fossil…


last June’s cheese sandwich.
Tanka:
Tanka is a five line cousin of haiku. Tanka consists of five non-rhyming lines: line one 5 



syllables, line two 7 syllables, line three 5 syllables, line four 7 syllables, and line five 7 



syllables. In other words, 5-7-5-7-7.


Example: “River” author unknown


River running wild


Madness overwhelms the banks



Unable to stop



A frenzied rush to nowhere



A moment without control
Cinquain: 
A five line poem of one or two sentences of 22 syllables.  The per line syllable count



is: 2-4-6-8-2.


Example: “Cat” by Paul B. Janeczko

Oh, cat

are you grinning


curled in the window seat


as sun warms you this December


morning?
Limericks:  
A five line rhyming poem that has a distinct rhythm.  The 1st, 2nd, and 5th lines end with rhyming 


words and are longer in length than the others. The 3rd and 4th lines are a bit shorter and they 


rhyme with each other. The rhyme scheme is usually: aabba.
Example:  “The Old Lady” by Edward Lear
There was an Old Lady whose folly
Induced her to sit in a holly;
Whereupon, by a thorn
Her dress being torn,
She quickly became melancholy.
Roundel:
A roundel is a three-stanza poem of 11 lines.  The stanzas have four, three and four lines in them 


and a rhyme scheme of abab bab abab.  Also, line 4 is repeated as line 11.


Example: “A Silver Trapeze” by Alice Schertle


A silver trapeze of my own: I dream of it nightly.


A slim silver bar at the end of a rope I seize



and am lifted, carried, I’m flying above the ground lightly.


A silver trapeze.



Down and around and up on the crest of a breeze



I swoop, I soar through a cloud, hesitate slightly,



then loop the loop like a pinwheel and hang from my knees.


Up through space I race on a bar shining brightly,



touch the tip of a star whenever I please,



kick off from the moon, sweep soundlessly down, holding tightly



a silver trapeze.
Diamante:  
A seven line contrast poem that is written in the shape of a diamond.



Line 1: A noun as the subject



Line 2: Two adjectives describing the subject

Line 3: Three verbs ending in –ing about the subject



Line 4: Four nouns- the first two are related to the subject and the second two are the opposite of 



the subject 

Line 5: Three verbs ending in –ing that are the opposite of the subject

Line 6: Two adjectives that describe the opposite of the subject

Line 7: A noun that is the opposite of the subject

Example: “Cat & Dog” by Linda Spellman



         Cat

 clever, cuddly
  crouching, pouncing, purring
   meow, feline, canine, bark
    running, sniffing, yelping
  lovable, smart

         Dog
Lanterne: 
A five line poem that contains the following syllables per line: 1-2-3-4-1.


Example: “Tiger” author unknown


My



Cat is



A Fluffy



Cuddly tiger



Cat

Hink-Pink:  
A two word poem that can be an answer to a riddle or the words can stand alone to describe a 


person, place, or thing.

Line 1:  A question or a one word noun

Line 2:  Two 1 syllable rhyming words

Example:




What do you call a Happy boy?



Glad Lad

Acrostic:  
A type of poem in which the lines of a verse are arranged so that the first letters spell the main 


theme of the poem vertically.  Each line may be a word phrase or a sentence, but it must begin 


with the first letter of the line.



Example:  “Cat” by Paul B. Janeczko


Can’t



Avoid


Trouble
Synonym poems: Short, rhyming poem that is two lines.  The title is the subject of the poem.  The first line 


contains three or four synonyms for the subject.



Example: “Thin” author unknown


Scrawny, slender, skinny, slight



Your plump friends tell you you’re too light

Opposite or Antonym poems: It is written in rhyming couplets.  But, it can be 2, 4, 6, or 8 lines.



Example: “Two” by Richard Wilbur


What is the opposite of two?



A lonely me, a lonely you.

Clerihew:  
It is about a celebrity.  It is funny, but it is not mean. It is a quatrain.  The first line is always the 


celebrity’s name.


Example: “Edgar Allen Poe” by E.C. Bentley


Edgar Allen Poe



Was passionately fond of roe.



He always liked to chew some



When writing anything gruesome.

Double Dactyl: A dactyl is a three-syllable word or phrase in which the first syllable is accented and the other 


two aren’t, such as cereal.  A double dactyl is a humorous single-sentence poem spread over two 

quatrains, with two dactyls in most lines.  Lines 6 or 7 must be a one word dactyl, such as 


antiheroically.


Example: “Historical Reflections” by John Hollander


Higgledy, piggledy,


Benjamin Harrison,



Twenty-third President,



    Was, and, and as such,



Served between Clevelands, and



Save for this trivial



Idiosyncrasy,



    Didn’t do much.

Triolet:
A triolet is an eight-line poem in which line 1 repeats as line 4 and 7 and line 2 repeats as line 8.  


The rhyme scheme is abaaabab.


Example: The Cow’s Complaint” by Alice Schertle


How unkind to keep me here


When, over there, the grass is greener.



Tender blades – so far, so near – 



How unkind to keep me here!



Through this fence they make me peer



At sweeter stems; what could be meaner?



How unkind to keep me here



When, over there, the grass is greener.

Riddle Poem:
A riddle poem indirectly describes a person, place, thing, or idea.  The reader must try to figure 


out the subject of the riddle.  A riddle poem can be any length and usually has a rhyme scheme 


of abcb or aabb.


Example: “Untitled” - Anonymous


The beginning of eternity



The end of time and space,



The beginning of every end,



The end of every place.

List Poems: They all describe or name things.  Examples include “How To” poems



Example:  “How to get out of Homework” author unknown
I’m feeling sick

Look what the dog’s doing

Five more minutes

That’s a beautiful necklace

Oh, just a bit longer

But, I just reached a dark castle and I can’t stop now

There’s a bomb in my bedroom

There’s a blimp outside

The baby’s sick

But this book is stretching my mind in ways homework can’t

I’m feeling sleepy

I might wake the baby

Was that the phone?

After dinner?

The cat’s outside

I’m hungry

I don’t feel like it.

Concrete Poem: The words in a concrete, or “shape,” poem are arranged on the page to indicate the poem’s 


subject.

Example: “A Simple Tree” by Julie Wright
                      and life began

                  from a simple tree

                  starting from roots

                they spread beneath

             the earth nourishing soil

                    growing bigger

                    its trunk widens

                    strengthening

                       it begins to

                          stand

                            on

                            its

                           own

and the roots keep reaching far beyond the ground...
Found Poem:
A found poem is taken from a piece of writing that wasn’t written as poetry – a newspaper 


article, a shopping list, an essay – and arranged on the page as a poem.



Example: “Forever Young” by Tom Peyer and Hart Seely, taken word for word from 



a broadcast by Yankees announcer Phil Rizzuto.

Bobby Thigpen out there. 

Number thirty-seven. 

That's the guy in the Peanuts cartoon. 

Pigpen. 

That's a joke. 

That guy in Peanuts with Charlie Brown. 

He's always dirty. 

Oh yeah. 

Every day. 

Orphan Annie. 

You know, 


She hasn't aged in thirty-two years. 

Persona Poem: A persona poem is written from the point of view of the poem’s subject.



Example: “The Mummy's Smile" author unknown.
I still remember the sun on my bones.
I ate pomegranates and barley cakes.
I wore a necklace of purple stones.
And sometimes I saw a crocodile
Slither silently into the Nile.
Bio-poem:
A bio-poem is a poem about someone that describes the person in eleven lines and follows the 


format below:

Line 1: First name
Line 2: List 4 words that describe personality
Line 3: "Son/Daughter of..." "Brother/Sister of..." or “Mother/Father of…”
Line 4: "Lover of..." (List 3... things, activities, people, or places)

Line 5: "Who feels..." (List 3… different feelings and tell when or where they occur)
Line 6: "Who has been..." (List 3... places or special events)

Line 7: "Who needs..." (List 3... things the subject needs to do or have)

Line 8: "Who fears..." (List 3... things that scare the subject the most)

Line 9: "Who would someday like..."  (List 3)

Line 10: "Resident of..." (City and State)

Line 11: Last name



Example: “Judy King” author unknown

Judy

Happy, Active, Generous, Neat 

Daughter of Sylvia and Morris, Sister of Abbie 

Lover of warm weather, the beach, traveling 

Who feels excited on the first day of school, happy to be on a computer, free as a bird when 
riding a bike 

Who has been to Jamaica, Mexico, many rock concerts 

Who needs good friends, family vacations, my car 

Who fears big insects, roller coasters, or swimming in a very rough ocean 

Who would someday like to visit Australia, be rich, see peace around the world 

Resident of Washington Township, New Jersey 

King!
Pantoum:
Written in four line stanzas called quatrains, pantoums can be written in free verse, metered or rhyme. Originally a Malayan form, the structure of a pantoum is that it is written in couplets, repeating lines in an interlocking pattern. Although due to this nature there is no length restriction to a pantoum, they are generally kept within a few verses, as any longer than this would put stress on the poet’s ingenuity and the readers' patience. It is more vital to have a strong opening line in a pantoum than with any other poetic form, as without this, the rest of the poem loses its meaning and sense. Below shows the pantoum's repeating format, and an example of how these work in together.


Example: “Cold” author unknown


That day was cold   

(1) Repeats as line 13

1 

When Zero came   

(2) Repeats as line 5

2 

We held our breath

(3) Repeats as line 16

3 

Far in the North.

(4) Repeats as line 7

4 
 

When Zero came

(5)



2 

Our hearts went still

(6) Repeats as line 9

5 

Far in the North

(7)



4 

And all our years.

(8) Repeats as line 11

6 
  
Our hearts went still.

(9)



5 

We heard all else,

(10) Repeats as line 14
7 

And all our years

(11)



6 

Beat in our hearts

(12) Repeats as line 15
8 
  


That day was cold

(13)



1 

We heard all else

(14)



7 

Beat in our hearts.

(15)



8 

We held our breath

(16)



3

Solution: the letter e








